“Anti-Christian spirit ” spreading through Europe
Professor Beyerhaus Observes “Mild Form of Persecution” in Exopean Union

An “anti-Christian spirit” is spreading throughout Europs;ading to one of Germany’s
best-known evangelical theologians. Prof. Peter Bayexhegards the proposed anti-
discrimination laws in several European countries §same example for such “threatening
tendencies”.

The missiologist was speaking at the Theological Comosewoif the Conference of
Confessing Churches taking place in Neuendettelsau neambleng, March 31 — April 2. In
his view a “mild form of persecution” is taking placetlie European Union (EU).

One of the victims was the Italian politician Rod®attiglione. The Catholic philosopher was
nominated last year as EU commissioner, but Socialdgeats, Greens and Liberals in the
European Parliament rejected him because of his etnidateligious convictions.

Buttiglione called homosexuality a sin. But he emphadizatithis was his personal
conviction as a Christian and that he would respectfaao law and not discriminate against
homosexuals.

Beyerhaus: “That goes to show that today attitude andata@n is the determining factor for
the assessment of an individual.” Many Christians vgé@llenot aware of the dangers of this
development.

Beyerhaus condemned plans for an international gay sbidefestival in Jerusalem. This
amounted to an almost “apocalyptic degeneration” and &enpof God in the very city
where Jesus Christ had died for the sins of the world.

To counteract such anti-Christian developments Chrsgaould form alliances across
denominational and confessional borders. Beyerhausd®gach a confessing ecumenical
movement as a historical necessity.
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