The Frankfurt Declaration
of the Fundamental Crisis in Christian Mission

“Woe to me if | do not preach the Gospel!”
1 Corinthians 9:16 RSV

The Church of Jesus Christ has the sacred privileger@vcable obligation to participate
in the mission of the triune God, a mission which nexsénd into all the world. Through the
Church’s outreach, His name shall be glorified amongealple, mankind shall be saved
from His future wrath and led into new life, and thed&rip of His Son Jesus Christ shall be
established in the Expectation of His second coming.

This is the way that Christianity has always underdtthe Great Commission of Christ,
though, we must confess, not always with the same degfeelity and clarity. The
recognition of the task and the total missionary obitigreof the Church led to the endeavor to
integrate missions into the German Protestant charahe the World Council of Churches,
whose Commission and Division of World Mission andrigyedism was established in 1961.

It is the goal of this division, by the terms ofétnstitution, to insure “the proclamation to
the whole world of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, toethgk that all men may believe in Him and
be saved.” It is our conviction that this definitiaflects the basic apostolic concern of the
New Testament and restores the understanding of missidiby the fathers of the Protestant
missionary movement.

Today, however, organized Christian world missionsidken by a fundamental crisis. Outer
opposition and the weakening spiritual power of our churahdsmissionary societies are not
solely to blame. More dangerous is the displacemethteaf primary tasks by means of an
insidious falsification of their motives and goals.

Deeply concerned because of this inner decay, wedéetlaipon to make the following
declaration.

We address ourselves to all Christians who know thesséhrough the belief in salvation
through Jesus Christ to be responsible for the coniimuaf His saving work among non-
christian people. We address ourselves further to tdersaf churches and congregations, to
whom the worldwide perspective of their spiritual comioishas been revealed. We

address ourselves finally to all missionary societis their coordinating agencies, which are
especially called, according to their spiritual traditiipversee the true goals of missionary
activity.

We urgently and sincerely request you to test the fatiguleses on the basis of their biblical
foundations, and to determine the accuracy of this getgariof the current situation with
respect to the errors and modes of operation whicimemr@asingly evident in churches,
missions and the ecumenical movement.

Seven Indispensable Basic Elements of Mission

l.
“Full authority in heaven and on earth has been committed to me. Go foréfaheand
make all nations my disciples; baptize and make all nations my disdigletize men
everywhere in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, ahdhesacto



observe all that | have commanded you. And be assured, | am with you alwsy®nd of
time.” (Matt 28:18-20)

We recognize and declare

Christian mission discovers its foundation, goals, taakd the content of its proclamation
solely in the commission of the resurrected Lord J&ust and His saving act as they are
reported by the witness of the Apostles and early tmiy in the New Testament. Mission
is grounded in the nature of the Gospel.

We therefore opposehe current tendency to determine the nature and tasissibn by
socio-political analyses of our time and from the deisaof the non-christian world. We
deny that what the gospel has to say to people todag aleepest level is not evident before
its encounter with them. Rather, according to the afiostitness, the gospel is normative
and given once for all. The situation of encounter mauites only new aspects in the
application of the gospel. The surrender of the Biblewsigprimary frame of reference leads
to a shapelessness of mission and a confusion céiskeot mission with a general idea of
responsibility for the world.

“Thus will I prove myself great and holy and make myself known to maioynsiathey shall
know that | am the Lord.” (Ezekiel 38:23)

“Therefore, Lord | will praise thee among the nations and sing psalms taetimg.”
(Psalms 18:49 and Romans 15:9)

We recognize and declare:
The first and supreme goal of mission is gharification of the name of the or®od
throughout the entire world and the proclamation oféheship of Jesus Christ, His Son.

We therefore opposéhe assertion that mission today is no longer scexmed with the
disclosure of God as with the manifestation of a new and the extension of a new
humanity into all social realms. Humanization is tie primary goal of mission. It is rather a
product of our new birth through God’s saving activity hri€t within us, or an indirect
result of the Christian proclamation in its power tof@en a leavening activity in the course
of world history.

A one-sided outreach of missionary interest toward amahhis society leads to atheism.
I,

“There is no salvation in anyone else at all, for there is no other narder heaven granted
to men, by which we may receive salvation.” (Acts 4:12)

We recognize and declare:

Jesus Christ our Savior, true God and true man, as bfee@Boclaims Him in His personal
mystery and His saving work, is the basis, contertt,aarthority of our mission. It is the goal
of this mission to make known to all people in all waikdife the gift of His salvation.

We therefore challenge all non-christians, who bglmnGod on the basis of creation, to
believe in Him and to be baptized in His name, fddim alone is eternal salvation promised
to them.



We therefore opposehe false teaching (which is circulated in the ecuosmnovement
since the third General Assembly of the World Coumic€hurches in New Delhi) that
Christi Himself is anonymously so evident in worldgieins, historical changes, and
revolutions that man can encounter Him and find salmat Him without direct news of the
gospel.

We likewise rejectthe unbiblical limitation of the person and work afueto His humanity
and ethical example. In such an idea the uniqueness ist @hd the gospel is abandoned in
favor of a humanitarian principles which others migbb dind in other religions and
ideologies.

V.

“God so loved the world so much that he gave his only Son, that everyone vhahias
him may not die but have eternal life.” (John 3:16)

“In Christ’'s name, we implore you, be reconciled to God.” (Il Ca2®

We recognize and declare:

Mission is the witness and presentation of eternal salvggsformed in the name of Jesus
Christ by His Church and fully authorized messengersdans of preaching, the sacraments
and service.

This salvation is due to the sacrificial crucifixiohJesus Christ, which occurred once for all
and for all mankind.

The appropriation of this salvation to individuals takeselffirst, however, through
proclamation which calls for decision and through baptignch places the believer in the
service of love. Just as belief leads through repentamtdéaptism to eternal life, so unbelief
leads through its rejection of the offer of salvatiomdamnation.

We therefore opposeéhe universalistic idea that in the crucifixion andureection of Jesus
Christ all men of all times are already born agaih @ready have peace with Him,
irrespective of their knowledge of the historical sg\activity of God or belief in it. Through
such a misconception the evangelizing commission los#sits full, authoritative power and
its urgency. Unconverted men are thereby lulled intatefdl sense of security about their
eternal destiny.

V.
“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a dedicated nation, and a peoptedlay
God for his own, to proclaim the triumphs of him who has called you out of darkre his
marvelous light.” (I Peter 2:9)
“Adapt yourselves no longer to the pattern of this present world.” (Rorh2rzy
We recognize and declare:

The primary visible task of mission is to call out thessianic, saved communitgm among
all people.



Missionary proclamation should lead everywhere to shabdishment of the Church of Jesus
Christ, which exhibits a new, defined reality as aall light in its social environment.

Through the gospel and the sacraments, the Holy Spieis gihe members of the
congregation a new life and an eternal, spiritual fedlopy with each other and with God,
who is real and present with them. It is the taskhefdongregation through its witness to
move the lost — especially those who live outsidedataraunity — to a saving membership in
the body of Christ. Only by being this kind of fellowskloes the Church present the gospel
convincingly.

We therefore opposehe view that the Church, as the fellowship of Jé&sgsnply a part of
the world. The contrast between the Church and th&wsonot merely distinction in
function and in knowledge of salvation; rather it isesasential difference in nature. We deny
that the Church has no advantage over the world exoeginowledge of the alleged future
salvation of all men.

We further opposethe one-sided emphasis on salvation which stres$ethanworld,
according to which the Church and the world togethereshaat future, purely social,
reconciliation of all mankind. That would lead to th#-dessolution of the Church.

VI.

“Remember then your former condition: ... you were at tinae separated from Christ,
strangers to the community of Israel, outside God’s mawes and the promise that goes with
them. Your world was a world without hope and without GgBghesians 2:11-12)

We recognize and declare:

The offer of salvation in Christ is directed withouteption to all men who are not yet bound
to Him in conscious faith. The adherents to the rfmistan religions and the world views
can receive this salvation only through participatiofaith. They must let themselves be
freed from their former ties and false hopes in orddyet admitted by belief and baptism into
the body of Christ. Israel, too, will find salvationturning to Jesus Christ.

We therefore rejectthe false teaching that the non-christian religieams world views are
also ways of salvation similar to belief in Christ.

We refute the idea that “Christian presence” among the adheoénit® world religions and a
give-and-take dialogue with them are substitutes for agur@tion of the gospel which aims
at conversion. Such dialogues simply establish good paiirttsntact for a missionary
communication.

We also refutethe claim that the borrowing of Christian ideas, lsoged social procedures —
even if they are separated from their exclusive weiahip to the person of Jesus — can make
the world religions and ideologies substitutes for the &hof Jesus Christ. In reality they
give them a syncretistic and therefore anti-christiia@ction.

VILI.

“And this gospel of the Kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the earth asisdey to all
nations; and then the end will come” (Matthew 24:14)



We recognize and declare:

The Christian world mission is the decisive, continusaxng activity of God among men
between the time of the resurrection and the secomithgoof Jesus Christ. Through the
proclamation of the gospel, new nations and people wilirgssively be called to decision
for or against Christ. When all people have given téweswer to it, the conflict between the
Church of Jesus and the world, led by the Antichridtreach its climax. Then Christ
Himself will return and break into time, disarming thendaic power of Satan and
establishing His own visible, boundless messianic kingdom

We refute the unfounded idea that the eschatological expectatitrediew Testament has
been falsified by Christ’'s delay in returning and ig¢f@re to be given up.

We refute at the same time the enthusiastic and utopian ideot@g\etther under the
influence of the gospel or by the anonymous working aisCim history, all of mankind is
already moving toward a position of general peace andgquatid will finally — before the
return of Christ — be united under Him in a great worldveship.

We refute the identification of messianic salvation with progregevelopment, and social
change. The fatal consequences of this is that etiorasl development and revolutionary
involvement in the places of tension in societysaen as the contemporary forms of
Christian mission. But such an identification would tsek-deliverance to the utopian
movement of our time in the direction of their ultimakestination.

We do, however, affirm the determined advocacy of justice andgace by all churches,
and we affirm that “assistance in development” is a timely re@ation of the divine
demand for mercy and justice as well as of the command of JesuLove thy neighbor.”

We see therein an important accompaniment and verification of msion. We also affirm
the humanizing results of conversion as signs of the coming ssganic peace.

We stress, however, that unlike the eternally valid recongddtion with God through faith
in the gospel, all of our social achievements and partial sugses in politics are bound by
the eschatological “not yet” of the coming Kingdom and the not yet anhilated power of
sin, death, and the devil, who still is the “prince of tis world”.

This establishes the priorities of our missionary service ahcauses us to extend
ourselves in the expectation of Him, who promisesBehold! | make all things new.”
(Revelation 21,4 RSV)

Unless otherwise indicated, biblical quotations arertdik@m the New English Bible.

This declaration was unanimously accepted by the “TlyaabConvention”, a regular meeting of theologians
who want to be faithful to the scripture and confessariheir session on March 4, 1970, in Frankfurt/Main,
Germany.



